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On March 17-18, US, Mexican and Canadian negotiators held the first round of talks on "parallel
accords" to supplement the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Although no
substantive decisions were reached, the participants did reaffirm their agreement not to reopen
negotiations over the original NAFTA treaty. This first meeting, held in Washington, included
Rufus Yerxa (deputy US trade representative), John Weekes of Canada, and Herminio Blanco
of Mexico. Blanco and Weekes are veterans of negotiations on the original NAFTA text. Yerxa,
however, is a newcomer to NAFTA, although he did serve as the chief US negotiator in the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) under former president George Bush. Weekes told
reporters that the three delegations agreed to begin discussions on side accords regarding labor
matters and environmental protection, but the Mexican and Canadian delegations questioned the
need for a separate agreement to guard against import surges. Weekes and Blanco, arguing that
import protections are already included in the original NAFTA text, expressed concern that the
US would use such an accord to protect US industries. "Whatever negotiations occur won't be an
opening to protectionism," said Blanco. However, a member of the US delegation told reporters
that neither Mexico or Canada had rejected outright a side agreement on import surges, adding
that the US remained committed to the proposal. He said the three sides were discussing how this
parallel accord could be structured so that any safeguards for particular industries would not imply
reopening issues already addressed in the NAFTA treaty. To oversee the eventual parallel accords,
the US proposes the establishment of tri-national commissions empowered with imposing trade
sanctions on companies that violate trade rules and regulations. Canada and Mexico so far oppose
this plan. The three delegations plan to meet again in Ottawa on April 2 and then in Mexico City
on April 12. After the Mexico City meeting, the negotiators hope to meet every two weeks, with
the goal of completing the side agreements by mid-year. Meanwhile, signs continue to emerge of
growing opposition to NAFTA in the US. According to the New York Times, an informal survey
by the leadership in the House of Representatives indicated that only five of the 63 newly- elected
Democratic members in the House support NAFTA. In contrast, 27 of the Democrats who left
the House after the November 1992 elections had supported the treaty. Another voice of dissent
is former presidential candidate Ross Perot, who has expressed strong reservations about the
potential for an exodus of US jobs to Mexico. Perot is considering purchasing time for a half-hour
television commercial spelling out the reasons for his opposition to NAFTA. Nevertheless, to allay
Mexican concerns, during a visit to Mexico City US Commerce Secretary Ron Brown assured
government officials that the Clinton administration is not seeking any new commitments from
Mexico beyond those to be negotiated under the side accords. Brown reiterated the administration's
commitment to implementing the treaty by Jan. 1, 1994. (Sources: Inside US Trade, 03/12/93; United
Press International, 03/17/93; Agence France-Presse, 03/16/93, 03/18/93; Reuter, 03/17/93, 03/18/93;
Notimex, 03/18/93; Wall Street Journal, 03/19/93; Associated Press, 03/17/93; 03/18/93, 03/22/93; New
York Times, 03/23/93)
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